
RRU Research in DSpace:  A phased approach 

RRU DSpace is intended to be the primary institutional repository for storing and disseminating digital 

scholarly work created by RRU learners, faculty and staff, and a showcase of RRU’s research and history. 

The DSpace software is widely used by post-secondary institutions around the world and helps create 

worldwide exposure for university research. DSpace is intended to become a central and secure way to 

promote RRU’s research and historical material to a global audience through open access. For more 

information about DSpace, including its open source platform, visit  http://www.dspace.org/index.php/ . 

The Library has been working with IT to put DSpace into production for the past several months, and the 

technical customizations have almost been completed. The Library is intending to populate DSpace in a 

three phase approach. This phased approach is proposed in order to ensure the activities can be 

subsumed in existing workloads, and to ensure consistency of quality and reputation with regards to the 

‘university’ presence of Royal Roads.  

Phase 1 (already underway) 

 Student theses are added to DSpace, making them publicly accessible in fulltext online for the 

first time. The theses will be added using the Creative Commons licensing model 

http://creativecommons.ca/  

 Historical materials from the University Archive will also be added to DSpace making 

photographs and digital reproductions of documents regarding past tenants of the RRU property 

accessible to the community. 

 University documents of record, such as Academic Council minutes, policy documents, etc., will 

be added as appropriate.  

Phase 2 (will begin as soon as possible) 

 Faculty (core and adjunct faculty) research is added to DSpace. Faculty will be welcome to add 

their articles, research and conference presentations to DSpace. It is hoped that DSpace would be a first 

place to go to pull together publication lists for faculty. Abstracts for research proposals could be added 

to Dspace as well. 

Phase 2a (will be considered following a review of Phase 2 above after 12 months) and will allow other 

staff and potentially associate faculty to add their research to Dspace. A process for this will need to be 

determined. 

Phase 3 (will begin as soon as possible) 

 A limited selection of student graduating papers, as determined by the Associate Deans of the 

two faculties, are added to DSpace, also using a Creative Commons license. A selection of graduating 

projects would be nominated by the schools and forwarded to the Associate Deans for final selection. It 

http://www.dspace.org/index.php/
http://creativecommons.ca/


is suggested that initially the papers selected be those that are nominated for the governor’s general 

award(s). 

Phase 3a (will be considered following a review of Phase 3 above after 12 months) and will look at how 

other projects of particular merit, beyond those nominated for the governor’s general award(s), can be 

included.  

A sample of theses and historical material has already been added to DSpace for testing purposes, and 

this sample of RRU research will continue to be built on in the phased manner outlined above. 
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